JOURNAL   OF   ARNOLD   BENNETT
Nobody got no change that day. . . . Now they mucked up
this Titanic disaster for us. They put on the bills ' Titanic
sunk'. That was no use to us. They ought to have put
' hundreds drowned'. Then we should have made a bit."
London, Sunday, May 5^.
I came from Newhaven to London yesterday morning in the car,
and drove it myself as far as Putney Hill, 62 miles.
May zgth.
John Burns:  National Liberal Club :
He did not smoke. The first thing he said was, " We must
talk about Federation/' then he immediately changed the subject
to the strike. He talked most of the time leaning back in a chair
and looking round sharply if he thought any other person in
the smoking-room was observing him. Often he left out his
' h's' on purpose. When he had told me that he had read all
that I had written (exaggeration), and I said that I could not
understand how the busy public men had the time to do all
they appeared to do, he said that public men soon began to
cultivate a special faculty.
He said, socially speaking, England is the laboratory of the
world. At the present time all the new movements are initiated
here: untrue! He said, " I get more letters about my town
planning and housing scheme from the United States than I do
from England." He then, after quickly asking me about New
York and Chicago, went on to describe his own adventures in
New York, Chicago and Denver. He explained how the editor
of the Chicago Record & Herald came out thirty miles from
Chicago to obtain his impressions of the city before he had
arrived, and when he declined became angry. Afterwards he
saw this man in Chicago and made his celebrated epigram that
Chicago was ' a pocket edition of Hell', or, if the newspaperman
preferred it,' Hell was a pocket edition of Chicago '. This man
worked up such an agitation against Burns that when the time
came for him to speak on " The Duties of Citizenship " at a very
large meeting in Chicago, not a single member of his committee
dared to appear on the platform. However, he came on alone,
and, little by little, won the enthusiastic sympathy of the
audience. As he did so he said that he could hear the members
of the committee coming, one by one, behind him on to the

